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Wallace Edward Tyner (Wally) was born in the East Texas town of 
Orange on March 21, 1945. He grew up the oldest of four brothers in 
Athens, TX where his family owned and operated a small grocery 
store. After receiving his B.S. degree in chemistry from Texas 
Christian University, Wally joined the Peace Corps and worked as a 
poultry volunteer in rural India. This work led him to pursue graduate 
studies in economics at the University of Maryland (M.A., 1972; 
Ph.D., 1977). Following a post-doc at Cornell, Wally joined the faculty 
of Agricultural Economics at Purdue. 
 
During his tenure at Purdue, he made substantial contributions to the fields of renewable energy 
(particularly biofuels), resource economics and climate policy, institution building for trade and 
development in Morocco, and thirteen years as Department Head. Wally's belief in interdisciplinary 
collaboration led him to work across disciplines at the university. He most recently served as the James 
and Lois Ackerman Professor of Agricultural Economics. He authored over 350 professional publications. 
 
Wally was an excellent mentor to faculty, staff, and students. He advised a record number of Master and 
PhD students. For this work, he received the outstanding graduate student teaching and mentoring 
award from the Agricultural and Applied Economics Association (AAEA) and was inducted into the Book 
of Great Teachers at Purdue. Wally was also frequently sought out by policy makers, business leaders, 
and journalists for his insights and balanced assessments, and he was passionate about communicating 
his research results to these groups. He conducted over 100 interviews each year with major media 
outlets from around the world and was quoted in the Economist, New York Times, NPR, and Wall Street 
Journal. 
 
Wally's leadership and scholarship were widely recognized by his university, his profession, and 
nationally. He was awarded fellows of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 
International Association of Agricultural Economists, and the AAEA. His research and engagement 
earned him the Morrill Award, Purdue's highest award for impacts on society. In 2007, Senator Richard 
Lugar gave Wally the "Energy Patriot" award for contributions to energy policy analysis. He was also 
recognized by Governor O'Bannon with the State's highest civilian honor, the "Sagamore of the 
Wabash." Wally was proud to serve with the Moroccan delegation while negotiating the Morocco-U.S. 
Free Trade Agreement. 
 


